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Year 3 Studio Brief - 2019-20 Semester 2   
Victoria & Albert Museum @ Wuhan 
Feb. 18, 2020   W1-W8 
 

 
 

 

The project is to design a new Victoria & Albert Museum in Wuhan. Two sites have been identified for the project, one in the 

British concession area owned by Huafa Development Company (en.cnhuafag.com) and the other on the Yangtze waterfront. 

The brief for the cultural hub is loosely based on two new buildings both designed by Japanese architects. One is a cultural 

hub in the Nangshan district of Shenzhen designed by Maki Associates and the other the V&A Museum (VAM) in Dundee 

by Kengo Kuma. The Shenzhen project was commissioned by Design Society, a collaboration between local institutions and 

the V&A Museum.  

 

In the first 8 weeks of studio students have developed a sketch design for the project at 1:200 based on the list of 

accommodation below. In the second 8 weeks, working with Dundee staff, students will take these scheme designs and 

development them in detail. They will concentrate on the in depth development of the project. Starting with the design of the 

exhibition space and ending with a detailed section through the space and the external envelope of the building students will 

be encouraged to develop a specific construction and structural language for the project. 

 

Project Overview 
The Victoria and Albert Museum (V&A) was established in 1852 and has an outstanding collection of objects from the Arts, 

Crafts, and Applied Arts. In 2011, the V&A commissioned Kengo Kengo to design the 8,500 square meters museum which 

will function as "the living room of the city". In December 2017, the first overseas pavilion of the V&A Museum officially 

opened in Shenzhen, China and is called Design Society. The Shenzhen branch was set up by Pritzker Prize winner Yukihiko 

Yan. It will display some of the V&A’s collection from the UK and will send a commissioner to develop and collect the 

exhibits. The exhibits will celebrate British design and record and reflect on China’s innovative design, and become an 

international showcase for Chinese design. It will also provide a ‘cultural platform for creativity and inspiration’. The project 

aims to deepen the collaborative activities of the Chinese and British. In this context, Wuhan City of Design, a city that has 

already established a relationship with Dundee, will create a new Chinese-British Cultural Exchange Centre and the Wuhan 

V&A Museum. Like the V&A/Shenzhen project it will serve as a platform for the international exchange cultures and as a 

showcase for designs produced in Wuhan. This contemporary museum is not simply display place for objects. It will have a 

range of functions; education, interaction, public events, and business. It should be a part of the city. Students should reflect 

on contemporary museums with creative and speculative thinking and propose forward-looking designs. We would like them 

to explore the function of design, culture and art exchange and to think about the concept of ‘community’ and its relationship 

to physical ‘space’. A major focus of this project is quality. The project should be ambitious in relation to spatial quality, 

planning, form and context. The tectonic and material qualities of the proposed building should be explored in depth.  
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Site information 
 

        
 

Site 1 is located adjacent to the Shengjia Book Bureau at the intersection of Qingdao Road and Xiangyang Street in the 

historical conservancy area of the Concession. Building area 9000m2, the height limit is 24m. It is located in a historical and 

cultural reserve, rich in context, and densely populated. There are remains of British colonial historic buildings. Site 2 is a 

narrow block between Hankou Jiangtan Wuhan Science and Technology Museum and the Jiangtan Visitor Center, with a 

base area of approximately 6000sqm, the height limit is 24m. It is located on the edge of Wuhan Yangtze River, surrounded 

by Jianghanguan, Science and Technology Museum, etc. Many public buildings, facing the river, also have very unique site 

conditions. 

 

         

 
Accommodation Total Building Area 8000sqm 

 

2500 sqm  Permanent exhibition area of approximately: 3-4 exhibitions 

800 sqm  Design Experience Hall: 800 m2 (Showing Emerging Design Products, Devices and Experiences) 

600 sqm  Public Education Center (public participation, multimedia teaching) 

200sqm   Workshop: flexible partitioning 

300 sqm  Artists' workshops: a total of approximately 300 m2 (for sponsored Chinese and English artists) 

100 sqm  Research Archives 

200sqm   Interactive teaching space 

100-50 sqm  A souvenir shop: about 100-150 m2 

Restaurant: Area is self-determined (need to consider the exchange dinner, banquet rental etc) 

300 sqm  Lecture Hall 300 m2 

800 sqm  Storage and preparation space . 

300-400 sqm Management area, staff office area, printing area and other areas need organic combination 

 

Additional space: Logistics space includes fire control and central control room (150m2), air conditioning room (200m2), 

power distribution room (50m2), water pump. Entrance hall, elevator hall, service desk, bathroom (man and woman and 

handicap toilets are required on each floor), commercial, social, truck-mounted, discharge space, on-site parking and other 

public space.   
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Timetable  
  

Week Date Time Topic Assignment Phase 

1 2020/2/18 
TUE 

0950-
12:15 

Project Briefing  
(Jing-Whole Class) 

Individual Case studies 
- describe your 

understanding of 
exhibition ideas 

- group presentation: study 
the V&A Museum 
network and make a 
group presentation; study 
other Museum Network 
system, and think about 
the possible of new 
exhibition possibilities 

General 
Idea / 
Concept 

2020/2/21 
FRI   

14.00-
16.30 

Exhibition Ideas  
(Presentation inside 
Group) 

Design 
- propose your own 

exhibition ideas 

2 2020/2/25 
TUE 

0950-
12:15 

Sect. 1: Deconstructing 
Museum (BEE- Whole 
Class) 
Sect. 2: Group discussion 

Individual Case studies 
- museum forms, space, 

layout … 

Programing 

2020/2/28 
FRI 

14.00-
16.30 

Museum Space  
(presentation inside 
Group) 

Design  
- propose your own 

museum ideas 

3 2020/3/04 
TUE 

0950-
12:15 

Sect. 1: On Modern Art 
(Suzuki-Whole Class) 
Sect. 2: Group discussion 

Individual Case studies 
- exhibition contents and 

curation 

2020/3/07 
FRI   

14.00-
16.30 

Site and Environment  
(presentation inside 
Group) 

Group Studies 
- whole class: Site Model 

Making 
- small group of 2-3 

student: Cases studies on 
architectural ideas 

4 2020/3/11 
TUE 

0950-
12:15 

From Ideas to 
Architectural Ideas (Class-
Discussion) 

Individual Design 

2020/3/14 
FRI   

14.00-
16.30 

Programing  (crit in group) Design 

5 2020/3/18 
TUE 

0950-
12:15 

Schematic Design (crit in 
group) 

Design 

Schematic 
Design 

2020/3/21 
FRI   

14.00-
16.30 

Mid-term Review  
( Whole Class) 

Design 

6 2020/3/25 
TUE 

0950-
12:15 

Revision Design 

2020/3/28 
FRI 

14.00-
16.30 

Revision Design 
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7 2020/4/01 
TUE 

0950-
12:15 

Pin-up (Presentation in 
Group) 

Design 

2020/4/04 
FRI   

14.00-
16.30 

Presentation Prepartion Design 

8 2020/4/08 
TUE 

0950-
12:15 

Presentation Prepartion Design 

2020/4/11 
FRI   

14.00-
16.30 

Part 1 (Schematic Design 
set) FINAL Review (Whole 
Class) 

 

 

 
 
Submission requirements  
At Week 8 students will have produced 6 X A1 drawings are 6 sheets including; a master plan (1:500 with surrounding 

environment), Surface map (1:200, cutting position, elevation relationship, axis network must be noted). Sections (not less 

than 2 accurately reflect beams, Plates, Columns, Walls, Doors and Windows, Structural Relationships between Floors and 

Roofs, Marker Heights, Technical Analysis Diagrams, Perspectives, and Others 

His three-dimensional massing and information on total floor area, floor area, volume ratio, building density, building height, 

an overall model 1:200.  

 

At Week 16 students will have developed the existing information and produced a 1:20 section through the building 

demonstrating structure, the building envelope, materials and environmental strategies.  

This will be submitted along with sketches and drawings exploring the tectonic qualities of the building. Students must 

record their investigative work of construction precedents and may be asked to represent the masterplan as part of this study.  




